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REMEMBER!! 
We’re Celebrating 80 Years 

With 80 Walks 

By 80 Leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

The response has been good so far, considering 

the summer heat. The aim is to attract 80 

different leaders to put a suitable walk on the 

Program and lead it by the 31st of October. 

The ‘walk’ may include abseiling, cycling, 

kayaking or canyoning – or be a pack walk – be of 

any Grade, a minimum of 10 kms and be 

anywhere (Australia or overseas.)  

It must be a Bush Club only event, not joint with 

another club. 

The normal Bush Club requirement that there be 

a minimum of 4 persons (who are Members or 

Prospectives) will apply.  

By limiting this to one walk per Leader we feel 

this is a way to involve many Members.  

So, if you haven’t already submitted a walk, 

there’s no time like the present to lodge a 

favourite walk.  

Go to the Bush Club website and in the left-hand 

column click on ‘For leaders’, then ‘Submit a 

walk’ and follow the drop-down boxes. 

If you’re unsure whether you’re up to putting on 

one of these walks, why not talk to an existing 

Leader about helping you out.  

 

   

 

Autumn Walks Program p.15 

For both the Printed Program  

and Short Notice Walks, preferably use the 

Online form 

www.bushclub.org.au/OnlineForms/WalkSu

bmissions/WalkSubmissionForm.htm 

or go to the For Leaders section on our 

website 

 

The postal address for all Bush Club 

correspondence - Secretary, Treasurer – is 

PO Box 207 

Milsons Point, NSW 1565 

http://www.bushclub.org.au/
mailto:bushclubeditor@gmail.com
http://www.bushclub.org.au/OnlineForms/WalkSubmissions/WalkSubmissionForm.htm
http://www.bushclub.org.au/OnlineForms/WalkSubmissions/WalkSubmissionForm.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A TASTE OF THE  

BIBBULMAN TRACK 
By Anne Armstrong 

Lydia Chua (leader), Betty Chow, Ghada El-

Ghoul, Jo Cikos, Tom Halbert, Mark Armstrong, 

Anne Armstrong (navigator). 

   

The Bibbulmun Track travels overland for 

1000km from Kalamunda east of Perth through 

towering forests to the breathtaking southern 

coast at Albany. 

Our taste of the Bibbulmun Track began in mid-

October at Cape Howe Cottages above Lowlands 

Beach southwest of Albany.   

This remote location enabled us access to some 

of the track’s best coastal walks; as well as fine 

local produce.  This season the wildflowers have 

been exceptional.  

The Cape Howe walks 

Our first walk began near the Nullaki Campsite, 

northwest of Cape Howe. The track was clearly 

marked. There were distant views across Wilson 

Inlet to the north and Knapp Head to the 

southeast.  

The high dunes were covered in flowers: orchids, 

pink pimeleas, coneflowers, hooded lilies, flags, 

peas, acacia, boronias and the “southern cross” - 

whose branched creamy inflorescences resemble 

the Southern Cross constellation.  

A huge western grey kangaroo surprised us on 

the track before Lowlands Beach, and reluctantly 

allowed us right-of-way. 

Our second walk began at Cosy Corner, a 

sheltered picnic spot east of Cape Howe, and we 

travelled south via Torbay campsite into the 

West Cape Howe NP. We glimpsed Dingo Beach, 

a number of offshore islands, and saw a whale 

out across the Southern Ocean.   

When we’d negotiated three large granite shield 

formations and the Bruce Talbot Memorial Trail 

on an edgy boardwalk, we spotted Dunsky Beach 

and Torbay Head, then turned sharp west.   

 

 

Southern Cross (Xanthosia rotundifolia) 

 

       WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
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For many hours the track traversed innumerable 

high sand dunes behind Bornholm Beach. 

Eventually we reached Cape Howe Cottages after 

a 23km trek. 

Our third day began within striking distance of 

Albany (25kms) at Mutton Bird Road near Shelter 

Island Nature Reserve.  We skirted round the 

Sporting Shooters Association’s firing range at a 

brisk pace; then over a saddle with impressive 

granite boulders and good views over Torbay 

Inlet.  Wind turbines hummed as we meandered 

through coastal heath, and two grey kangaroos 

casually bounded ahead in 8m hops!  A family of 

Carnaby’s cockatoos fed in the banksias, and a 

large shingleback with vermillion head marks and 

a stumpy tail rested lazily beside the track. 

 

The Southern Ocean glittered brightly that day in   

layers of blue, sapphire and turquoise, and a 

large pod of dolphins ruffled the surface from 

time to time.   

An ocean lookout offered spectacular views 

towards Sandpatch cliffs, Green Island and 

Eclipse Island.   

A second lookout along a high boardwalk 

provided further photo opportunities, before we 

ascended steps to the wind farm carpark; then 

caught a short-cut taxi trip to Albany, our next 

destination and a rest day. 

The Walpole walks 

After arriving early in Walpole on the TransWA 

bus, we checked our luggage into the Walpole 

YHA and set off on a 14km return walk to the John 

Rate Lookout. This was our first excursion into 

the higher forests, with views over the Walpole-

Nornalup Inlet.  More orchids and wildflowers 

grew amid stunted jarrah and grass trees (Kingia 

australis) - their seed pods like small radar dishes 

on top. 

Our second Walpole walk was from Conspicuous 

Beach to Tree Top Walk. However, as the 

weather forecast was over 32C with strong 

winds, we began from Ficifolia Road instead.  The 

track soon became hot and humid, and a Park 

Ranger appeared towards Nut Lookout to warn 

us of a controlled burn, before allowing us to 

continue. Soon we saw a billowing smoke plume 

to the north and hurried out of the heat and haze. 

Once we crossed the South Coast Highway into 

the forest the track was in shade and cooler. 

Golden whistlers, honeyeaters and parrots flitted 

about busily, and the forest deepened as we 

climbed.  

The track wandered through valleys of tall karri 

and enormous tingle trees. These giants of the 

forest stood like sentinels in place down the 

valleys.  We found the Pleated Princess waiting 

along the track and admired her girth and poise.   

We rested at the Giants campsite for lunch 

before continuing to the Valley of the Giants and 

Tree Top Walk, a high boardwalk above the 

ancient forest giant eucalypts: the red and yellow 

tingle trees, the karri and the marri. 

 

The Pleated Princess: a giant Red Tingle (Eucalyptus 

jacksonii) 

 



Our third Walpole walk began at Sappers Bridge, 

via the Frankland River campsite, then south and 

finally westward to the Giant Tingle Tree.  This 

was a delightful walk through magnificent 

mature karri, tingle and sheoak forests. Families 

of golden whistlers, western spinebills, regent 

parrots, blue wrens and honeyeaters fed happily 

in the dense under-storey.  We had morning tea 

at the scenic Frankland River campsite and went 

off-track downstream over granite slabs to 

photograph the wide pools and rapids.  

After 9kms further along the shady track we 

found the Giant Tingle Tree, which was 

surrounded by a series of wooden platforms to 

enable visitors to walk through the hollow base 

of the trunk. 

 

 

           Pool below the Frankland River campsite 

On our last walk we investigated a local market 

before setting off on a shortened circuit walk to 

Delaney Lookout. 

 

The track past Coalmine Beach was rather flat 

compared to our other Walpole walks, and yet 

more wildflowers were evident among the 

coastal scrub.  As we returned to the YHA ten 

Carnaby’s Cockatoos performed a noisy fly-by 

above us. Their speed and expertise was 

exhilarating.  

Early the next day we caught a bus to Bunbury 

and then a train to Perth.  

We all appreciated Lydia’s meticulous plans in 

booking strategic accommodation and use of 

public transport, local buses, tour drivers and 

taxis which had ensured our seven contiguous 

day walks, happy meals and comfortable beds 

each night. 

Navigation 

The triangular Waugal sign shows the way to go 

along the Bibbulmun Track.  It depicts a stylized 

rainbow serpent of the Aboriginal Dreaming 

etched into a reflective yellow background, 

mounted on red ochre posts or attached to trees.  

Watch out for Waugal signs, as the Waugal’s 

head points towards the direction you take. 

You’ll quickly work out their placement patterns. 

    

Topographical maps and booklets of track notes 

from the Bibbulmun Track Foundation 

(www.bibbulmuntrack.org.au ) are very helpful. 

And I especially benefited from Ghada’s 

technological expertise and patience on the 

track.  

 

 

AUTUMN FLORA TO WATCH FOR 

 

Hakea bakeriana  

This shrub is endemic to the NSW Central Coast.  

It’s a dense shrub with sharply pointed, cylinder-
shaped leaves and pink to crimson flowers in 
groups of between six and twelve.  

It flowers from late autumn to early spring. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bibbulmuntrack.org.au/


      A RETURN TO 
PRETTY PLAIN HUT         
                             By Kaye Birch 

Walkers were:  Kaye Birch, Morrie Donovan, 
Jocelyn Gaskill, John Maltby, Lynne Outhred, 
Roy Burton, Suk Kwan Ha, Paul Webster, Janet 
Allen-Fiore, Ron Binet, Susan Best (NPA 
member). 

In December 2017, several photos popped up 
on my mobile via Google "Remember this day" 
of a trip that Morrie Donovan ran eight years 
ago.  The group were sitting beside long beams 
of timber in readiness for starting on the 
rebuilding of Pretty Plain hut.   

That seven-day walk had been 'character 
building' - the Tooma river was high, the 
Strumbo firetrail was, and apparently still is, an 
overgrown mess, however, we persisted until 
we were forced to retreat to the Pugilistic hut 
site which is another story, mostly involving 
more ants than we had ever come across on a 
Snowies walk. 

Sadly, John Wilson passed away over a year ago, 
but most of the others were enthusiastic 
assuming they felt fit enough.   

In the end, five came on the return walk.   

 

 

 

This was a shorter walk, starting at the Round 
Mountain carpark, with a side trip to that hut, 
then along the Round Mountain Fire Trail for a 
lovely night's camp close to the Hell Hole 
intersection.    

 

 

 

 

From the Hell Hole Fire trail, we turned south, 
following a pad following the Tooma River to 
Pretty Plain hut.   

 

We were very impressed with the work done by 
KHA and NPWS on the hut - it is large with a good 
fire place and lots of space for gear storage or for 
sleeping in an emergency.   

 



On the following day, after our rather tiring, 
unshaded walk across the plain, most of us were 
happy for a rest day enjoying the hut and its 
surrounds.  

On the fourth day, we returned to the Tooma, 
this time much more quickly as we knew where 
the track was.  Onto the western side of the Hell 
Hole fire trail 'til its intersection with Dargals fire 
trail where we cut across the Broadway Plain and 
two creek crossings, Broadway and Dargals 
Creeks.  The first part of the track was fairly clear, 
the second half was very overgrown with head-
high shrubs.   

Finally, we reached our third and last hut, 
Wheelers Hut - again after another nine-year 
absence.   

 

This is another very pleasant hut, although 
smaller and less substantial than Pretty Plain.   

A few of the group were newer walkers and had 
not visited any of these huts, nor had walked in 
that part of the high country before and they 
enjoyed the countryside as much as some of the 
more seasoned of the group. 

Overall it was a lovely walk in perfect weather 
conditions with an agreeable, helpful group.  We 
enjoyed a light frost on our tents of a night, and 
warm, slightly hot, days.   

 

         WALK ETIQUETTE 

In recent times, there have been several 

instances of people pulling out of advertised 

walks with little notice.  One walk had half of the 

original number cancel at fairly late notice.  

Whilst there are always instances of genuine last-

minute reasons for cancellation e.g. sickness etc., 

fairly accurate weather forecasts are available a 

week in advance so very hot days can be 

predicted and are often catered for by the leader 

e.g. the walk could be postponed or a cooler 

option offered. 

Our leaders go to a lot of trouble to organise 

walks for members, so please make every effort 

to attend a walk that you have booked on. 

 

 

 

    A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

From Walks and Talks – March 1960 

              THE BUSH CLUB GOES TO  

              THE SNOWY MOUNTAINS  

               15 Dec 1959 – 2 Jan 1960  

                    By Howard Graham 

Eight of us left Sydney by train on Christmas night 

for Cooma, where we breakfasted before setting 

out by bus for Cabramurra, the starting point of 

our eight-day trip. Wally was the leader, and 

Dorothy, Flora and Jennie, the two Max's, Alan 

Catford and myself made up the party. The bus 

trip is about 50 miles, and we stopped at New 

Adaminaby the town which replaces the old town 

which was drowned in the name of progress. We 

also called at Kiandra, and arrived at Cabramurra 

in time for lunch. At last we had to heave up our 

very heavy packs, with eight days supplies, and 

set out on the first stage of our walk. The cameras 

were soon in action, and as there were plenty of 

them, it seemed assured that we would have a 

good pictorial record of the trip. All the first 

afternoon was road walking, down a steep grade 

to the recently opened Tumut Ponds dam, and 

we were pleased when we found a good grassy 

spot near a little stream, where we made our first 

camp. The air was cool, and we were all tired 

after our train trip and long day, so turned in 

early and all had a good restful sleep. Next 



morning we moved off about 8 a.m., and steadily 

climbed on a road all the morning, until we 

arrived at Bradley's Hut at lunch time, and from 

there we left the road, and did not use one again 

until the end of the journey.  

We kept to the ridges under the guidance of 

Wally and the maps. From Bradley's Hut, we 

walked a few miles, having some difficulty in 

keeping to a track, but made an early camp and 

had time to look about a bit. Alan went to the top 

of Round Mountain several miles away, to take a 

picture of the sunset. Alan is a keen and 

enthusiastic photographer, and nothing is too 

much trouble for him, if there is a good picture in 

view. We moved off about 8 a.m., again next 

morning, and after crossing the Tumut River, we 

climbed Farm Ridge, and followed the ridge all 

day, camping at Farm Ridge hut that night. These 

huts we were using are shepherd’s huts and are 

placed at convenient distances for slow moving 

traffic, like bush-walkers. There is no stock on the 

high parts of the Snowy Mountains now, so the 

huts are not very much used, but we found most 

of them in a good state of repair, with good 

fireplaces and bad beds. From Farm Ridge Hut 

next morning, we went down to the Doubtful 

River and walked up the valley, right to its source, 

and on to the Bull's Peaks Ridge. This took us up 

over the 6,000 foot level, and the air was quite 

cool, but the sun burned and we all got sun-

burnt. We had a beautiful camp that night, a clear 

stream, good grass and a fine view to the East, 

overlooking the Eucumbene River. Max R. and 

Alan set out to reach the top of the big Bogong 

(Jagungal) and did not get back until about nine. 

We were just getting anxious so were relieved 

when they walked into camp.  

The next day we continued along the high 

country and reached Mawsons Hut on the 

Valentine River for lunch. We were above the 

tree line, which of course meant no shade, and 

we all felt the sun's rays very much. We reached 

Dicky Coopers Hut that evening, feeling very tired 

and sunburnt, but after a good rest and 

treatment for sunburn, we were all able to 

continue as bushwalkers the next morning. We 

climbed the steep slope to Dicky Coopers 

Bogong, and from the top had our first glimpse of 

snow. We were on the Dividing Range, and the 

snow lay in patches here and there. We were also 

among the snow daisies. We kept along the ridge 

and had lunch at Consett Stephen's Pass. The 

food was getting a bit monotonous by now, all 

dried stuff, and the meals more of a necessity 

than a pleasure. We pushed on to a pass just 

before we reached Mt. Twynam, and made a 

camp, without tents, as there were no tent poles. 

It was New Year's Eve, and various little items 

brought specially for the purpose, were brought 

forth to celebrate the occasion. We also were 

treated to a fine storm, and all of us got wet 

except Wally and Max R., who slept through it 

with a tent over them. The rest of us stayed up 

until about 2 a.m. drying our clothes before a fire. 

The next day we continued climbing over peaks, 

in the 7000 ft. level, and had our first view of Mt. 

Kosciusko, and after passing Blue Lake, Lake 

Albina and Club Lake, we reached the summit, 

and the photographers all got busy.  

After coming down, and passing L. 

Coopapatamba, we made for the Ram's Head, 

and got caught in a very severe hail storm, with 

high wind, and had to shelter as best we could 

among the rocks. When it was over, we pushed 

on, found the track quite easily, and made down 

to Dead Horse Gap, where we had a very pleasant 

camp site, only three miles from Thredbo village, 

which was the end of our walk. Next day we 

arranged for a taxi trip back to Cooma, where we 

had a celebration lunch, before catching the train 

for Sydney. We were a bit tired, but very fit, and 

all thought the trip well worth the effort. 

 

BUSHWALKING NSW 

PHOTO COMPETITION 
  

Bushwalking NSW have a photo competition that 

may be of interest to Bush Club members.  

It closes on 31 March. 

More information can be found at 

www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/news 

 

 



Training (OENZ) + Trek 

(Travers-Sabine Circuit) 
          By Nick Rutledge 

This New Zealand trip was planned as a three-

day training package run by Outdoor Education 

New Zealand, followed by a six-day trek on our 

own.  

Day 1 covered River Crossing, and how to 

recover if things go bad. Reading river 

behaviour, decision-making and safe crossing 

methods were first practised on the bank of the 

braided Waimakariri River. Then into the icy 

water to try them out for real. Solo, paired and 

group crossings were made through 

increasingly strong currents. Neville even 

provided a final flourish, swimming towards and 

leaping salmon-like over a rigged obstruction 

simulating the perilous ‘strainers’ which can 

trap the unlucky and from which the weight of 

water makes escape virtually impossible. 

Days 2 and 3 in the Craigieburn State Forest 

were spent on Navigation (honours went to 

Jann ‘The Human GPS’ Martin) and Bushcraft, a 

component which inspired the latent engineer 

in Nick, who constructed a bush shelter in which 

he slept soundly that night.  

 

 

 

 

 

Was it the unmatched comfort or sheer 

exhaustion from the time taken to complete it? 

Either way, it was warm - and far quieter than the 

Christchurch YHA, to which we returned once the 

training was over. 

After a free day to prep food and gear, we 

travelled to Nelson, and were joined by guest 

Chris Chapman. The following day, a shuttle 

dropped the five of us at St Arnaud for the main 

event: the Travers Sabine Circuit. The 80km trek 

in the spectacular Nelson Lakes National Park can 

be done in anything from a knee-testing three 

days to an indulgent seven. We were committed 

to a strategic six.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 walking along the mostly flat shore of Lake 

Rotoiti allowed time to find our stride and still 

arrive at Lakehead Hut for lunch. Day 2 had only 

a slight climb to John Tait Hut, but from here the 

work began with the ascent to Upper Travers Hut 

for Night 3, prior to crossing Poukirikiri/Travers 

Saddle (1787m). We were lucky with glorious 

weather on Day 4, which saw us atop the saddle 

by 8:30 a.m.  

 



Nearby, the summit of Mount Travers rose 

majestically another 500m into the blue sky, its 

sun-struck slopes adorned with glimmering 

snow patches even at this time of year. We 

spent little time admiring it however: ahead lay 

1100m of descent over slick grass and dirt, 

rugged boulder fields and scree slips  

 

 

before reaching the tree line, where the route 

changed to tortuous root-ripped paths, and 

streams with slyly slippery stepping stones. 

After a careful few hours the gradient slackened 

and the East Sabine River was reached. From 

here we coddled tired muscles the remaining 

kms to West Sabine Hut. Day 5 along the West 

Sabine River allowed legs to recover for the last 

day’s push up the often steep track to 

Speargrass Hut, before completing the final leg 

to Mt Robert Carpark, in plenty of time for our 5 

pm shuttle. (Two other walkers had not arrived 

by 5:03 and the bus left without them. 

Punctuality pays, even in the bush!) 

 

 

Throughout, the walk provided opportunities to 

learn from each other and exchange tips with 

fellow circuiteers and the many TA SOBO 

walkers, such as Tom (NL) and Adam (UK) whose 

brains were picked for information on apps, gear, 

pack weight, not to mention the secret to getting 

hot baths, meals and even accommodation from 

sympathetic home owners along the Te Araroa 

route. (Sorry, I have sworn not to reveal it – at 

least until after I do the TA myself!) 

When it came to food, different approaches 

within our group were instructional. From Nev 

we learnt that there really is such a thing as too 

much Trail Mix, while Chris proved that 17 

bananas, 12 apples and a loaf of bread can work 

as a diet if you eat them in the right order before 

they go bad (tip: reduce weight by eating five 

bananas on Day 1). Joyce demonstrated that it’s 

possible to consume a mere handful of granola 

for breakfast and main meals barely larger, cross 

mountains and still put on weight (she claims) – 

maybe the new Aarn pack had hidden energy-

efficient properties?   

Jann brought to the track a delicacy of Japanese 

cuisine unseen since the Shogun’s entourage 

walked the Kumano Pilgrim Trails, and which 

weighed virtually nothing to carry, while Nick’s 

No-Cook, Soak-n-Go diet taught things that 

nobody with a single taste bud would want to 

learn. 

 

And so, my overall memories? Great company, 

abundant streams that meant never carrying 

more than 750ml of water, beech tree roots, 

sand flies, crispy anchovies, blue-loving bees, the 

art of swing bridge running rather than walking 

(thanks, Joyce) and just enough challenge to 

remind me why I love being out there in the bush.  

 

 



 

McMillan’s Track  

November 2018 

By John Hungerford 

Leader: David Bell; John Hungerford; Guest Gary 
Roughley plus 3 from SBW  

 

McMillan’s Walking Track is a 220 km track 
running through the southern edge of the alpine 
country east of Melbourne. This is an historic 
track that cuts across the southern side of the 
Victorian Alps.  The track climbs and descends a 
lot as it crosses many river valleys and is a tough 
walk.  While the track is marked at junctions and 
important areas, experience at using maps is 
needed as markers have gone missing. 

In 1864 Angus McMillan was commissioned by 
the Victorian state government to establish a 
track to link the various goldfields in Gippsland.  
The track stretches from Cobungra, near Omeo, 
westward to Woods Point through the Gippsland 
high country.  It took about one year to cut an 
eight-foot wide track that was suitable for pack 
horses.  This was used for many years but as the 
goldfields declined, lasted only about 10 years, 
and modern roads replaced the need for a pack 
horse trail, so the track fell into obscurity and 
vanished under the scrub.  

 

Now there is no evidence of the towns and only 
a few bits of derelict machinery remain. 

In 1983, the Ben Cruachan Walking Club began a 
project to discover and remark the original 
McMillan’s Walking Track. In 1988 it was officially 
re-opened.  In places, the original track had been 
'improved' to a road.  Initially, the track follows 
these roads and it is intended that these sections 
will gradually be replaced by walking tracks to 

make it more interesting for bushwalkers.  Where 
possible, the track follows McMillan's original 
route. 

 

Over 15 days in November 2018 five others 

walked this track with me.  We had food and 

water drops at the end of 8 days, then 4 days, 

leaving 3 days to the end of the walk.  It was the 

hardest walk I have done. 

Thu 15 Nov Sydney to Wangaratta. 

Elizabeth drove Gary Roughley and myself to the 

Bell’s house.  Gary and I were then driven to 

Wangaratta by Lucy Moore and David Bell.  We 

met Tony Murphy, Karen Darby and Andrew 



Stanger at the motel.  Overnight at Wangaratta 

Motor Inn.  Dinner at pub. 

Fri 16 Nov Wangaratta to Black Sallee camp 

at Long Plain.  Walk of 9 kms 3.20 pm – 5.40 pm. 

Breakfast at motel.  Lucy drove back to Sydney.  

Pack weights: Gary 16, David 17, Karen 17, John 

18, Tony 21, Andrew 23 kgs. Bus from 

Wangaratta to Bright 10 am - 11.15 am.  

Purchased stuff bag and lunch.  Then bus at 1.20 

pm to Track Head near Cobungra about 3 pm.  

Walked from 3.20 pm along undulating fire trail 

to Black Sallee camp at 5.40 pm.  Water from 

lake.  Rained overnight. 

Sat 17 Nov to Lankey Plain Hut at Omeo Plain.

 18 kms  8 am – 5.30 pm 

Very steep descent of 700 m with small slippery 

stones.  I ‘bottomed’ 10 times and needed Gary 

to assist me to stand up again.  Adjusted my pack 

at Morning tea – big improvement.  A creek 

crossing wearing crocs.  Then very steep ascent 

of 700 m of Treasure Spur for 2.5 hours.  Dried 

my tent in the sun but slept in hut while others in 

their tents.  Good water fairly close by.  Chatted 

to a deer hunter. 

Sun 18 Nov to Junction 30 Mile and 25 Mile 

Creeks 20 kms  8.05 am – 3.25 pm 

Poor signage at start pointing along a road.  

Ignored that and walked straight behind a sign till 

we came to a fence, turned right till another 

fence then turned left.  Lots of tussocky grass.  At 

end of day a steep zig-zag descent to creek.  

Cramped camping for our 5 tents.  Good water 

from creek. 

Mon 19 Nov to river crossing after Stonewall

 17 kms  8 am – 3 pm 

Followed track above and beside Crooked River.  

Thankfully the track had been cleared.  One creek 

crossing in crocs.  Talked to a family of three who 

had a large tent structure at Stonewall.  Walked 

along dirt road, crossed river then set up camp.  

Good splash in river. 

 

Tue 20 Nov to Talbotville then to Racecourse

 10 kms  7.45 am – noon. 

Crossed the creek 24 times today so left boots on.  

Good dunk in river.  Saw a snake swimming 

across river.  Light rain at 7 pm. 

Wed 21 Nov to Wonnangatta River  18 

kms  7.45 am – 2.45 pm 

Light rain in morning.  Very steep climb on dirt 

road of the Mt Cynthia range to start – 90 mins 

for ascent of 500 m.  Then descent on track.  Saw 

a dead deer.  Crossed a river on a footbridge.  

Then dirt roads.  Had a swim in river at camp site. 

Thu 22 Nov to Junction of Playboy Creek and 

Moroka River 10 kms      8 am – 4.30 pm 

Hard day.  Walked along stony creek for a while, 

crossing from one side to the other four times – 

and then bush-bashed up and over a knoll – poor 

signage.  Saw little and big deer.  Walked past a 

coiled black snake.  Showers on and off at camp.  

Water from creek. 

Fri 23 Nov to Volkswagen Camp  15 

kms  7.50 am – 2.50 pm 

Lost markers a few times.  Just before lunch 

David, Tony, Andrew and I climbed Beth’s Peak.  

Camp is near junction of Moroka Road and D4 

Track.  Collected our food and water drops.  This 

was a cold day and night.  Happy Hour was a 

miserable 10 mins shivering while having our red 

wine.  Rained on and off during dinner. 

Sat 24 Nov to Shaw Creek  18 kms 

 8 am – 2.30 pm 

Replaced containers - Good marking all the way.  

Heard a deer.  Minor ascent and descent over Mt 

Arbuckle.  Saw two 4WDs and 4 guys.  Visited 

Kelly Hut and McMichael’s Huts.  Trees across 

track in places.  Intermittent drizzle most of the 

day.  Overcast cold day.  Water from creek. 



Sun 25 Nov to Breakfast Creek 13 kms 

 7.55 am – 3.30 pm 

Hard day over Mt Tamboritha.  Had phone 

reception at top so left message for Beth.  Met a 

married couple in their vehicle then spoke to 

them later whilst they were looking for deer.  

Difficult descent as we couldn’t find the Markers.  

Missed some and back-tracked.    Missed 3 others 

in scrubby bush.  Near camp were Melbourne 

High School Huts.  I would have slept in them to 

avoid the light rain at dinner time.  Water from 

creek. 

Mon 26 Nov to Rumpff Flat  17 kms 

 7.50 am – 4.15 pm 

After breakfast found plaque at Melbourne 

Grammar School Huts – laid by Joan Kirner 

(Victorian Minister for Conservation) in 1988.  

Very steep climb towards Mt Ligar (Crinoline) 

then bush-bash downhill – poorly marked.  

Crossed the biggish McAlister River – in pairs – as 

water was above our knees and flowing quite 

strongly.  I kept my boots on to avoid slipping on 

the stones.  Lunch on other side at Wonthaggi 

Anglers Club.  Walked through private property 

along dirt roads – then down to Barkly River.  

Then 1 km to camp at Rumpff Flat.  Swam and 

washed clothes in river.  Water from there too. 

Tue 27 Nov to Licola – Jamieson Road (near 

Mt Shillinglaw) 15 kms  7.50 am – 

1.55 pm 

Started with very steep climb of dirt road – ascent 

of 700 m – 2.5 hours.  Then flat on road.  Turned 

left onto N18.  Then shortly afterwards turned 

right onto track with lots of tree trunks to climb 

over and under.  At Mt Shillinglaw joined up with 

AAWT for short distance.  Turned left on to 

Jamieson-Licola Road then short walk to 

food/water drop and camp.  Happy hour was 

happy. 

Wed 28 Nov to Black River  15 kms 

 7.50 am – 2.30 pm 

Mostly descending of 600 m.  Hard afternoon – 

track completely overgrown.  Crossed Black River 

in crocs.  Nowhere to camp there so a hard 30 

mins walk up the track till we found a poor camp 

site on a sloping track.  Then four of us went back 

down to the river to collect water.  My mattress 

deflated due to the stony surface. 

Thu 29 Nov to Stander Creek 11 kms 

 7.50 am – noon. 

Well marked.  Hard ascent of 600 m at start.  

Then flat dirt road and gentle downhill track.  

Others saw a snake.  Crocs across creek at end of 

day.  A hiker came along and chatted for 30 mins.  

He was Martin Norris, about 62 years – and was 

completing the hike in 6 days!  He walked for 5 

hours more than us each day.  Spoke to Beth on 

phone. 

Fri 30 Nov to Woods Point thence to 

Mansfield  12 kms  7.15 am – 

noon. 

Very steep ascent of 600 m to start.  Then 

medium downhill. Walked along a track hugging 

the river till we came to an old hut at the 

confluence of two creeks.  Walked along dirt road 

to finish.  Pub didn’t open till 5 pm so had food 

and drink from General Store.  Collected by Brian 

Wesser in his OKA at 3pm for drive to Mansfield.  

Stayed in cabins at Caravan Park.  I had a swim in 

the pool.  Drinks and dinner at Delatite Hotel. 

Sat 1 Dec Breakfast at café in Mansfield.  

Gary and I bought food for lunch. Then Tony 

drove David, Gary and myself to Benalla Railway 

where at 10.55 am we caught the XPT to Sydney 

arriving at about 8.20 pm.  Had nice dinner on 

train.  We were met at Central by Lucy Moore 

who drove Gary and I to West Pymble. 

 

Thanks to David Bell as Leader for all the logistics 

and navigation (others did help at times). 

 



 

                 The Bush Club  

Annual Leaders Get Together 

This invitation is extended to leaders, committee 

and life members as well as past presidents. 

You are warmly invited by the club to attend this 

annual function in appreciation of the unique 

contribution you have made to the club during 

the previous year.  

Date: Friday 26 April 2019 

Commencing 6pm 

Venue: Pymble Uniting Church Hall 

1 Livingstone Ave, Pymble. 

RSVP: Please reply by 18 April to Allison Boyle 

allison550@yahoo.com.au/0432 381 558  

Or Julie Rea julie.rea@internode.on.net 

The club will provide: Nibbles, chicken, bread 

rolls, wine, beer, soft drinks, tea and coffee. 

Leaders are invited to contribute one of the 

following to share: Salad or dessert. Please 

indicate on your RSVP what you are willing to 

contribute. Bush Club will refund cost up to $30 

on presentation of receipt 

Partners are welcome and we particularly 

encourage new leaders to join us. 

 

Directions: 

By rail: The hall itself is on the Pacific highway and 

only a few metres from Pymble station.  

Turn right at the top of station steps, then left at 

the bottom of the steps and walk a few metres to 

the traffic lights, cross the road and the church is 

facing you. Entry to the hall is via the highway OR 

Livingstone Ave. 

Car: There are some spaces available in the 

church grounds but parking is also available in 

local streets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s on our website? 

Leader profiles and volunteers who will help 

new leaders.  The list is at the end of the 

online program. 

Information and forms for leaders. 

Guidelines for all members including Walk 

Grading Guide. 

Photo gallery (enormous) – see photos of 

walks from the last 4 months. 

Tips on all sorts of things related to 

bushwalking and the website. 

Archives of previous newsletters as well as 

historical Walks & Talks. 

Formula for transport share costs 

Just browse through the menu at 

www.bushclub.org.au 

 

Booking on walks  

When contacting leaders by email or text, 

please remember to state the following: 

Whether you are a full member or 

prospective. 

Detail your recent walking experience, (at 

least during the past 3 months), including 

date, leader and route. 

Also note where you’ll be coming from 

and whether you need transport. 

If you do this, you’ll avoid back and forth 

emailing. 

It helps make the leader’s job easier. 

Remember also, if it’s a contact leader 

walk, give the leader plenty of notice if 

you need to withdraw, so other members 

can have the opportunity to take your 

place. 

Also, please note the order of contact 

preference for leaders on the Program.  

Some prefer email, others mobile or 

text. Whichever preference comes first is 

the way to go. 

 

mailto:allison550@yahoo.com.au/0432%20381%20558
mailto:julie.rea@internode.on.net
http://www.bushclub.org.au/

